guiſe, and miſrepreſent it, 


and tim'd 


* 
— 
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IMPARTIAL STATE. 


0 F THE 


Preſent D I 


SPUTE 


BETWEEN THE 


PATENT and PLATE RS. 


Late belonging to his Mais vs Comrany at 


the THEATRE: Rovar, in Drury-Lane. 


H o all Men of Senſe and Integrity 
ſeem to be entirely convinced that the 
Patentees of the Theatre-Royal in Dru- 
ry-Lane, have had great Injuſtice done 
them by the late Attempt of Part of 
their own Company. to defraud them of their Pro- 


perty, and ſet aſide his Majeſty's eſpecial Grant in 


their Favour; tho' the Publick in General are in- 


| Clined to believe that nothing but a Patent from the 


Crown can authorize Dramatical Entertainments, 


or ſcreen the Performers from the Laſh of the Law; 


tho it muſt appear plainly from hence, that the 
Right of Playing is only veſted in ſuch who have 
procured this Privilege from the King, and, of 


| courſe, that all who endeavour to act without. or 


in Defiance of ſuch Authority, are not only guiley 


of the higheſt Affront to the Prerogative, but even 


preſume to violate the Laws in General; and in- 
croach on private Property into the Bargain: Tho' 
all theſe Things are manifeſt to every underſtand- 


ing and imparcial Enquirer, yet; as all Men have 


not Opportunity to come at Truth, and ſuch low, 
and infamous Arts are, and have been taken to diſ- 
tis abſolutely nece 

to ſtate the whole Affair in this publick Manner, 


that every Body may ſee that Innocence and Juſtice 


have no need of any Thing bur unprejudiced Exa- 


_ mination to recommend them; and that nothing but 
Fraud and Guilt retire from the Eye, and attempt 


with Artifice and F alſhood to maſque their on na- 
rural Deformity. 


he has it been delayed thus long for want 


455 of Materials to bring it to the Light, or for want of ſuf- 
ficient Provocation, but merely becauſe the Caſe the 


Malecontent Players, ſuch as it is, was publiſhed by Mr. 


The. Cibher 25 at the Breaking up of the Parliament, 
o critically, that the Nobility and Gentry, 

who did them the Honour to read it, might retire, 
_ + ro their Seats with ſuch Impreſſions as they thought 
fit to give them, and be ſeaſonably out of the Way, 
when any Eſſay might be made to undeceive them. 
Ar che Return of the Scaſon cherefore, and not be- 


„„ 
3 

fore, twas thought proper to make ſomething af a 

Reply, that, if poſſible, they might be ſhamed out 


of a Project, which all honeſt Men condemn. 


2 


Jo begin chis State of the Debate between the 
Patent and the Players in the right Place, is to look 
back into the Affairs of the Stage, 
agement devolv'd on the Gentlemen now in Poſſeſ- 
ſion: Twill be but natural to enquire whether new, 


and uncommon Grievances did not take Place with 


the Change: One would believe thac nothing but 


abſolute Tyranny, and Oppreſſion had reigned be- 


hind the Scenes to provoke this ſudden; Faction a- 
gainſt the Patent, and that the New Managers had 
introduced, and preferred new Servants to the Pre- 
judice of the Merits and Intereſts. of the Old; or 
that at leaſt their Payments were ſtopp'd or curtail'd; 
or they were treated with leſs Regard and Deference 
than ever they had been before; in ſhort; that they 


had never been Slaves till now, and conſequently | 


they had all imaginable Pretence to do themſelves 


them. 

By r, on 3 iricteſt Review. of "hat Conduct 
imaginable, twill appear that none of theſe Suppo- 
fitions ever took Place; it will appear that the Pers 
ſons only were changed, and not the Laws, or Cuſ- 
toms of. the Theatre, that, if there was any Dif- 
ference, twas to the Advantage of the Players, fince 
the new Patentees not belonging to the Buſineſs, 
made Way ſor thoſe to appear in principal Characters, 
who, otherwiſe, had no Chance for ſuch Diſtinc- 


tion, and, by this Means, put them in the Way of 


becoming important to the Houſe, and acquiring 
greater Profits to themſelves: That they had no 
Families, Relations, or Favourites of their on to 


ſerve, and therefore left an open Path for Induſtry, 
and Genius to aſſert their Claims, and appear _ 


all- the Advantage they deſerved: In'a Word, 
plain, chat no Hardſhips: were impoſed on thy 
that Encouragement was given to all who. deſerved 


it, and that they behay 91 in General more with the 


Com- 


Juſtice, at the Prejadies of thoſe who had D—_ | 


f 


when the Man- 


1 


' 


1 at any Aſfignment of the Patent tu Per 
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Complaiſance of Gentlemen, than the e Authority of him 'tis aſſerted, that the Profits 1 the Stage are the 


e 


THAT this was in Truth the Matter of Fact, 
will appear even by that wretched Thing 
is to be underſtood as the Caſe of the Deſer- 


fers; for, from one End to the other, there is_ not 


one ſingle Proof produc'd of any real Grievance 


they ſuffer d from the preſent Managers; the Zerr:- 
ble Cartel belonging to the former Maſters, whom 
they ſo cheerfully e and affect to regret ſo 


much. — 4 


* 


8 | 1 9 8 
IN DEE p, the Writer of . Pn Epiſtle 


pretends that Mr. Highmore has done him a particu- 
lar Injury, in paying his Father 3500 Guineas for 
what he ſeems to value as his Birth-right, tho the 
deſigning Laureat publickly declared it no better than 


Air; nay, he adventures to ſay, that his Father was 


in a Manner compel'd, by Mr. Highmore's Importu- 
nity, to part with this "Bubble for ſuch a trifling 


Sum; whereas tis notorious that the Old Gentleman 


Was ſo eager to procure a Purchaſer, that he contracted 


with Mr. Booth, long before, to give him L. go if he 


Would undertake to find him one, on the Penalty 
of L. 10 if he did not; and, on Mr. Booth's Failure, 


claim' 4 and receiv'd his Forfeiture. | 5 


Tu Is is one Inſtance of 4 Gentleman's Ve- 
racity; and, as a ſecond happens juſt in our Way, 


*rwill be impoffibie to overlook it. He complains 
of another Perſonal Hardſhip, in being ſent for out 
of Bed to act in an Entertainment, when Sickneſs 
had confind him there, and that be obey d at the 
Hazard 6f his Life: In anſwer to this, tis notorious 
to all who belong'd to the Houſe, that the Man- 
agers could not be appriz d of his being in Bed at 
Seven Clock in the Evening, nor could believe him 
fick, who ſpent whole Nights in Taverns, at this 
very junctute. He adds too, in order to miſrepreſent 
Mr. Highmore as cruel and unjuſt, that he propos'd 
to leſſen his Salary merely for his being indiſpoſed ; 

which is abſolutely falſe; for that Gentleman only 


miinuated that, if he was well enough to follow 
his Extravagancies, he was not unable to attend the 


Srage, and that as the Neglect appear'd wilful, 


_ *twas reaſonable that ſome Method ſhould be found 


to rg ons ek to his uy. 


= muſt be bonfefted there can be. no Cleve. 
- Nance of ſuch a Perſon's Life of Importance e- 
—nough to concern the Publick; but, when the very 
Vices of one Man are made the Pleas to reflect on 
the Character of another, we muſt be allowed to 
rect iminate to do ourſelves Juſtice. Upon the ſame 


Principle, it may be very decently added that Mr. 


Sri in ſpite of all his Merits or Services in play- 
mg the Mer, deſerved his Diſcharge ; in that, from 
me Minute Mr. Higbmore became a Sharer in the 
Patent, he publickly declared himſelf his Enemy, 
and was a principal Agent in the Mutiny ; merely 


becauſe he was above being nens on any that 


were not Players uf 2 
716 1005 . as the Malecontents had no 
Grievances to complain of, that their Deſertion was 
owing to ſome other Motive, and this has been in 
rt W by che little Writer quoted above. By 


Sick 7 


| Reſult of the Players Labours, and by conſequence, 


no Perſons beſide can have any Title to them at all. 


Ur on this fingle Poſition is founded their whole 
Scheme, and plauſible as it may ſeem, twill prove 
in the End as chimerical as their Hopes of Succeſs, 
or Pretenſions to the Merit of thoſe Managers, they 
think themſelves ſo much intitled to ſucceed. 

| Is the firſt Place tis falſe in Fact, even according 
to their own Way of arguing, that the Profit of the 


Stage is wholly. owing to Players; undoubtedly A. 


thors are the firſt to take Place in this Light, and 
Players could be intitled to no more than a ſecond 
Share: But neither Players nor Authors have ſolely 
a Right to the Profits of the Stage : Were one of 


the beſt Plays, that ever was wrote, ready for Re- 


preſentation, and a Set of the beſt Actors perfect in 


all the Characters, tis doing but half the Buſineſs 


of the Theatre, and the Maſter-Spring is ſtill want- 
ing to ſer the whole Machine | in Motion. 


TA Law ts the very Acting of Plays as 
an obnoxious Thing, and nothing bur the King's 
Licence can exempt the Performers from being treat- 
ed as Vagrants: By this Time, tis to be preſumed 
that mere Players have not Intereſt enough to pro- 
cure this Licence, as being judged by our Superiors 
unequal to the Truſt; ſome Merit therefore is due 
to thoſe who do procure it, ſince, without it, both 
Authors and Players would be deſticute of that 
Re of Profit which is at preſent alloted them. 


Art STD E, tis ito che PO dender, chat lads 
ought to ſecure the Managers in their Right to the 
Profits; after a Patent is gain'd, there needs a a vety 
eonſiderable Sum of Money to anſwer the End it 


was obtain'd for: This Money sis indifputably ad- 


vanc'd upon a Hazard, and thoſe who run the 
Riſque, by the exacteſt Reaſoning, have the moſt 
equitable Right to the Gains: Neither is this all, 
when both Intereſt and Money have been employed 
to the utmoſt, the Care of a Theatre, and the Man- 
agement of Players is ſo ſevere a Tax on a Man's 
Time, Patience, Health, and Eaſe, that, in the 
moſt flouriſhing Seaſons, he will Hardly be pang too 
welt for the Expohce of either.” 7 


ab fans the Conſtitution of a Play-Houſs | 


in General; and, from thence it follows, that a 
Company form'd, educated, protected, and main- 
tain d on ſuch a Foundation, without Tyranny and 
Oppreſſion on one Hand, and with all due Regard 
to Diligence and Merit on the other, is, in a Man- 
ner, as much the Property of the Patent as their 


Scenes and 'Cloaths; excluſive of their natural Li- 


wn ch to lay don the Service, when they are tired 
of it, or follow any other Employ. 


T Is not impoffible, one would imagine, that, 


if the Players themſelves would recollect in what | 
Circumſtances, and with what Abilities they firſt en- 


gaged themſelves at the Theatre, and make the Com- 


pariſon with their new Ideas of their preſent Ex- | 
cellencies; tis not impoſſible: but the wide Difference 


would bring them back to a Senſe of the Obliga- 


tions, they lie under to that Fund which had main- 


22 The wit, or ſecond Time Mr, Highnr came into the Green- law, cher his commencing Manager, Me. Griffin immediately took the Hint to ii 


Nos by . 2 he „ but all the Harm in my. Power, 
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ons out of the Buſineſs: On which, Mr. . calmly remark'd, He as not to Pn” ae Good from him. 


tain d 


L * 
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'tain'd them fo long, and convince them that 
Hut the Protection and Favour of the Patent, they 


had never been in a Condition to diſpute its Power 


, 8 


Tu x preſent Set of Players, that take upon them 
thus confidently to ſet up for themſelves, are in a 
Manner the Children of the Stage, and are guilty 
of the fame Kind of Ingratitude, as thoſe who un- 
dermine their Parents, Patrons, and Benefactors: 
The Origin of moſt of them is in all our Memories, 
and one may very reaſonably. aſſert that, if it had 


not been for the Patent, they had never been Play- 


ers. What then ſhall we ſay of their preſent Beha- 
viour? Or with what Face can they pretend to ex- 


cuſe it? Tis not the leaſt of their Misfortunes, that 
the Publick are of Opinion they are not equal to 


their Enterprize; and that, if Companies are to be 
free, they. ſhould have ow'd their Deliverance to 


thoſe who had a better Title to conduct chem, and 
were better qualified to manage that Freedom, 
when it was in their Power. 


TIs Matter of general Surprize too, that twoPerſons 


ſo eminent in their Way as Mr. Milli and Mr. Yohn/on 


could be ſo far deluded as to engage in ſuch a Scheme, 
or rank themſelves upon a Level with thoſe, whom 


They themſelves have been heard to deſpiſe; but more 
ee that, even, on the Suppoſition of their 


ing hurt by the preſent Aſſignment of the Patent, 


they could be prevail'd upon to engage in a Practice 
ſo generally condemned, as the taking 
the Heads of the Poſſeſſors, eſpecially when Mr. 


a Houſe over 


Mills had an Offer made him, by one of the preſent 
Managers, of his Share of che Patent, on the very 


Terms that he purchas' d it: But this was refus'd, and, 


if tis lawful to judge by the Event, for no other 
Reaſon than to be at Liberty of taking Poſſeſſion by 
Force; a Proceeding which has ever been eſteem'd 
an Injury of ſuch a Nature, as no Pretence could 


jiuſtify, no Advance of Intereſt could excuſe; Sup- 


poſe the Ronters and the Patenters were at Variance, 
the Players ſhould have been the laſt Perſons to 
take the Advantage; ſuppoſe they had a legal Right 


to quit their Service, and form a Company of their 


own, thoſe cry out for Liberty with a very ill Grace, 
who force their Way to it thro' the Bowels of Pro- 
erty ; and yet ſuch have been the Endeavours of theſe 
Stage- Patriots, and, for this, they flatter themſelves 
with the Favour and Protection of the Town. 


NEITAE R would it have been amiſs for theſe 
Gentlemen to have paus d a little to confider whe- 


ther their Pruject was lawful in itfelf, ot whether 


was not ſuch an Affront to the Royal Prerogative 
as would not be caſily forgiven. That it is not 
lawful is clear to every common Reader by the Sta- 
rutes, ſtill in Force, that have any Relation to the 


Stage; and this Interpretation of them is ſtrength- 


ened in the moſt clear, and explicit Manner, by 


tte preſent Attorney and Sollicitor General's Opi- 


nion, together with Mr. Fagaterly's and many more 


1 


„ wich- King's immediate Licence could make Playing legal, 


— 
* 


1 
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£ 


* 


bf the hipheſt Reputation in the Law. Nay, tis 


| 


: 


even notorious, that, when the prefent Patent wait- 
ed for the Seals; the Lord Chancellor ſeemed to ap- 
prehend, at firſt, that twas not even in the Power 


of the King himſelf to licence a Publick Stage; 


neither did he determine till he had called in two 


other Judges to his Aſſiſtance,” and heard the Caſe 
argued in the moſt ſolemn Manner; and, upon the 


Iſſue, one of their Lordfhips, in particular, publick- 
TC ly declared from the Bench, that nothing but che 


1 
* U 2 
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1 
: 


and caurioned all. Perſons not to deceive themſelves 
in that Particular, for fear they ſhould fall under 
the Penalties of the Law. Te 


_ Tm vs, therefore, tis clear that the Prerogative 
only can grant this Licence, and yet theſe Gentle- 
men have been hardy enough to deſpiſe it, at firſt, 
and abſurd enough to court its Sanction afterwards, 
even in an irregular Way, tho' tis freſh in every 
one's Memory, that they boaſted they were Engliſb- 


men, and wanted no other Privileges but their own.” 


Bur this is not the only Abſurdity they have 
been guilty of; they have publickly complain'd of 
the Cartel between the two Houſes, and yet have 
bound chemſelves in another infinitely worſe in its 
Views and conſequetces, a Cartel that will make 


 Tyrants of ſome, and Slaves of others, and that 


will be curſed even by thoſe who made it. 


THERE is but one Particular more which is 


worthy of Notice before we haften to a Concluſion; 


which is this, The Players have publickly declared 
that they have deſerted the Patent, only becauſe it 
fell into the Hands of Mr. Highmore and Mr. Ellys; 
Perſons whom, out of their abundant Judgment, they 
think unqualified to manage ſo important an Affair as 
the Stage, and yet this is ſo far from Truth, that this 
very Rebellion has been in Agitation above theſe 
three Years, and the Talbot-Inn in the Strand, was 
ear upon, as a proper Spot for the erecting a 
ew Theatre, long before either of them had any 
Share in the Patent; from whence dis plain that it 
does not ariſe from any! Grievance they could ſuffer 
under them, or from any real Doubt of their Capa- 
city; but from their o.˖]ZnC Averſion to ſerve, and 
Ambition to command; from the Preſumption of 
their own Merits, and the Proſpect of farther Gains. 


: f An d. yet, ſhould they ſucceed, ſhould i appear, 
in the End, that Playing is legal, and any 


n Body may 
ſer a Company that will, they will be fo far 
from finding their Account in it, that they will 
utterly ruin the Stage: It is very natural to pre- 
ſume that other Players are as vain and ambiti-⸗ 
ous as theſe, and may oppoſe them, as they now op- 
poſe the Patent, perhaps too with a better Proſpe& 


of Succeſs, and their Project will again beget ano- 


ther, fo that Play-Hquſes, at laſt, will multiply ins 
to a common Nuſance, and be , undone of 'Conrſe, 
Let us add, that, in the Interval, the Profits of euch 
will be ſo low and inconſiderable, that it will be 
worth no Author's while to be concern'd with either; 
and; worſe, than all, the Polite Part of the Town, 
having no Opportunity to make an Appearance: as 
uſual, wopld gradually forget and forſake the The- 
atre, and, if the Galleries ſhould ill waincain their 


Taſte, the whole Affair would grow into Diſeſteem, 


and all the preſent Elegancy of the Stage be heard 
of d ore. ES De 


THzRE is very little Room to believe that this, 


or any other Kind of Reaſoning will have a fight 


Effect on Men who are prejudiced to the contrary, 
and who believe their Succels is as anfallible; as their 
Reſolution is unalterable, to attempt it. No, they are 
neither to be convined nor diſeouraged; if they are 
told the Law is againſt them, they aſſett that Liberty 
has nothing to do with Law; if they are guilty of 
an Affront to the Prerogative, they ſet its Power and 
Reſentment at Defiance; if they are told the whole 


rits. 
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Body of the People will reſent their Conduct, to 
diſpoſſeſs the Patentees of their Houſe, and prefer 


Equity to any other Plea whatever, they ſtill perſe- 


vere; in the full Belief, thar the Publick Opinion 1s 


of no Importance, when compared with their Me- 


8 U PP L E M E N T 


INCE the ſending the 2 Pages to the 
Preſs, the Patentees have been inform'd, a Ru- 
mour has been moſt induſtriouſly propagated thro' 
the Town, by ſuch of the Players, whoſe plauſible 
Manner gives them the beſt Chance to be believ'd, 
That the preſent Diviſion of the Company is chiefly 
owing to a Defign of the Managers of both Houſes, 
to play alternately three Times a Week, and, by 
that Artifice, reduce the Salaries of each Company 
to one Half of their preſent Value. And to the 
Treatment, that of Drury-Lane, in particular, re- 
ceiv'd from theirs: 
-fions they were bought, they were Slaves; and, of 
Courſe, Were at the Ay Diſpoſal of ale Ma ers, 


1 1 1s very herd to prove a Negative, = "OY 


fore it will not be attempted here ; bur, as far as 


*the Words of Men of Inteyrity, given in the moſt 
ſolemn Manner, may be depended upon, there is 
not one Tittle in either of theſe Aſſertions true: 
Tbey are but Samples of a Thouſand other Artifices 
which have been us d to blacken the Characters of 
the Patentees, and juſtify the Attempt of the = 
ers to take Poſſeſiion of the Theatre, contrary” to 
all the Laus of Equity, and fair Dealing. 


Mx. Mills muſt very well remember EIS ve 
this Diſſention firſt happen d, Mr. Highmore, out of 
a Regard to his good Opinion, deſired him to declare, 
Whether any Part of his Conduct had given him Oc- 
cahion to appear at the Head of it; He reply'd in 


the Negative, and added Words, that, on the con- 


uy implied an ons of his Behaviour as a 


N LT, may not who mill to adjoin finale cata Pa- ' 


pers after this, to let the Publick into the Nature 
of che Tranſactions on either Side, chat they may 
be the better inabled to judge which has the beſt 
| 1 irle to their Credit, and Favour. | 


Mx. The: Cibber in the Epiſtle he oubliſh'd © to 


by bis Purchaſe of his Father's Share of the Patent: 
*When the Affair was firſt finiſh'd he was of a dif- 


| = 4g 1 as will appear by the os. Ketter. 


To . Highwor Eſq; - 


IR. 


Wow you 5 and Snceth nth your new 
« Purchaſe I ſuppoſe I ſhall fee you at the 
ce to Morrow; after which, I beg the Favour 


6 1 7 having a Cotference with you, at my Father's, 


8 I R, 
. vr. very Humble Pn 


Tom State Y the . Webefote, is not de- Nie they pleaſe. 


Such as being told on all Occa- 


Mr. Highmore; complains heavily of being injur'd 


* 2 it ſuits your Conveniency) which will oblige, 5 


THE. CIBBER. 


fign'd to reclaim them, but only as a jun Compli- 


ment to the Town, who may very reaſonably ex- 


pect to be acquainted with the Affairs of che Stage, 
which ſubſiſts only on their Encouragement, and 
Favour, and muſt flouriſh where, and in | what 


EEE ER DE 
to the STATE, Ec. 


N. B. This Conference was defir' d, that he might 
a. an Opportunity to recommend himſelf as a 
Sort of Deputy-Manager to the whole Patent, bur, 


on Mr. Highmore's declining an abſolute Promiſe for 


his Part, it appears by the Event, that he ſet him- 


ſelf to Work immediately to ſecure this Darling- 
Point elſewhere, at the Expence of the Patentees he 


had defir'd to aſſiſt and ſerve. 


80 TIME after chis, Mr. Highmore obſerving 
a more than ordinary Diſcontent among the Players, 
and, ' juſtly ſuſpecting his Character had been miſre- 
preſented to them, defir d Mr. The. Cibber, in the 
Preſence of his Father, to prevail on them to give 
him a Meeting, in order to come to a better Under- 
ſtanding, and hear, and redreſs whatever might be 
judg'd a Grievance, ' This Propoſal was at firſt a- 
greed to, and a Day appointed, but when Mr. 
Higbmore waited in Expectation of them, he re- 


ceived the Letter . * a Meſſenger from Mr. 
Fr! iber. 5 


8 To obs H Tore, Bly. 
E 1 R. 8 r 
Ax deſir d by my een 8 IDE: to 


inform you, if you have any Propoſals to 
« make to Us, our Attorney ſhall wait on you; or 


meet your Lawyer when you: ſhall * 
| 155 + an, 8 I R, 
| e zur Hunble Servant, 


THE. CIBBER. 


WA Ar follow yd 5 Was lch Ang to take 
the Houſe by Storm, under the Conduct of che lit- 


le Hero ſo often mention d already, but that Scheme 


failing, they thought fit to come to a Treaty, 
and ſent the following Propoſals to the Patentees, 


with a View to take Poſſeſſion by FN. ſince 
F orce had fail'd. | 32 


Pu E Comedians are willing to farm: of the 
Patentees, their ſeveral. Shares in the Patent, Cloaths, 
Scenes, and all other Properties belonging to the 


Theatre, at 300 Guineas a Year or each Share: 


Which will amount to goo Guineas, 


Fox Security they will pay Half a Vear before 


Hand, and continue ſo to do. 


For ee of the Wardrobe, &c. cles may 
put in a Servant of their own, as the Comedians will 


another, and the Comedians will Pay the Wages of 
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WH have conſiderd che Contain Propoſals for 
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much ſurpriz d at them; *as alſo at the gecurity they 
offer for the yearly Payment of che Money. 


W. find alſo that there is not any Security of- 
fered for the Wardrobe, &c. valued at no leſs than 
- 6000/7. and infur'd at 40001. And we apprehend, 
that a Servant of ours being placed in the Ward- 
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Cloaths being imbezzled, or ſpoil'd, 


As we are intitled to our ſeyeral Shares in his 
Majeſty's Letters-Patent, we are not willing to ſet 
"thoſe Shares to Farm; being apprehenſive alſo, 
that we might fall under the fame Misfortune, as 
Mr. Rich did, by farming his Houſe in Lincoln's- 
Inn- Fields to Mr. Keen, and Mr. Bullock, Comedians, 
who was oblig'd to retake Poſſeſſion by Judgment, 
for Non-payment of Rent, and was fore d to ſub- 


mit to the Loſs of 20007, Value in his Wardrobe, 
me | | 


To manage, and conduct the. various Affairs of 
a Theatre, good Oeconomy, and Subſtance are re- 
quired; and, ſhould a Failure happen in either of 


theſe Caſes, however P to them, muſt be 
fatal to us. 


Wr muſt alſo obſerve, * while 95 = © 
ment af the T is under our Direction, we are 
reſol ud: to take etjedtual Care that nothing offenſive 


to his Majeſty's Dernment- ſhall be perform d on 
the Stege. But Huld we farm our Shares to the 
Actors we ſhall liable #6 anſwer the Penalties, 


preſctid d by the tene, 8 Degree of Abuſe 
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ArTER this, the MAES out of their Re- c be communicated to ſuch of the Comed 
gard to the long Services of Mr. Mills, thought pro- Tip ſhall yp proper; and are, 


per to ſend him ſuch honourable Conditions 0 
turning 
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5 with. 


nn only remaining Expedient to vellig 2 | 
an Accommodation, was enter'd into by the Paten- 
tees, at the Inſtance of a certain noble Lord, and is 


contain'd in the following E Which was addreſs'd | 
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any Complaints to make againſt us (provided th 

appear to be real Grievances) they ſhall be forth- 
with effectually redreſt: And, as in order to judge 
« of that Affair, 
Honour ſhould be appointed, agreeable to both 
Parties, we think no one ſo well qualified for 


e they: generous Office as your Lorſhip. 


6 2dly. Wr propoſe raiſing Mr. Cibber, Funor's: 
Salary ; and to give him the ſame Allowance Mr. 
Wilks receiv'd for the extraordinary Aſſiſtance he 


gave the Patentees in the Direction of theatrical 
> Affairs. 
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deration to make the Agreement more valid, was 
_ſeduc'd, within theſe few Days, into the Party of Mr. 


The, Cibber, and fer an Example of Deſertion, which | 
would be fatal to the moſt perfect Company, unleſs ; 
the Publick ſhould expreſs their Diſlike of ſuch | 
.mean, ſcandalous. Proceedings, and, by thar Means, ; 
put à Stop to them for the future. ; 3 
Tarts will ſerve as a Specimen of the Grievances, 
of the Managers, a Subject that may be touch'd 
upon farther at ſome other Opportunity. : | 
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